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Please tell me: how much do you trust or distrust Georgia’s
political parties?
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m Definitely trust

® Somewhat trust

m Somewhat don't trust
m Definitely don't trust
® Don't know/No answer
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Why we should (not) trust political parties

Prof. Dr. Giorgi Khubua at lvane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University and Berlin Steinbeis University
Abstract

The factor of trust towards political parties is a complex phenomenon, which does not end only with the fulfill-
ment of pre-election promises. We should not have the illusion that a party will be able to fulfill the promises
made in abundance before the elections. Trust is mainly based on the voters' attitude that a political party will
not act to the detriment of the electorate, will focus on common and not narrow single party interests in the
foreground.

Lack of trust leads to political apathy and distancing of the electorate from political processes. An atmosphere
of mistrust hurts both voters and the party equally. In such cases, the parties find it difficult to identify the
interests of the electorate, and the electorate loses the ability to translate its concerns into actions.

The professionalism and competence of parties give the voters the confidence that in case of coming to pow-
er, the party shall have sufficient resources to fulfill promises, given by it.

The personal qualities of party leaders, their commitment to democratic values, competence, good faith and
moral authority are important factors in gaining trust. The "energy" from the leaders, which is necessary for the
mobilization of the voters, should also be taken into account.

Medial communication of these competencies is important, focusing on subject and thematic issues in public
debates, presenting rational arguments as well as clearly defined party positions. Political scandals and in-
trigues significantly damage the parties' reputation. Staging a debate built on verbal confrontation and satu-
rated with show elements may "entertain" the electorate, but in the long run it only damages the atmosphere
of trust.

The electorate trusts a political force that, while ready for consensus and compromise, will be able to maintain
its own party profile. A clear party profile makes it easier for voters to identify with the party.

Decentralization of party structures in the regions would encourage intra-party competition, identify new

political leaders through a healthy selection process, expand the social base of parties, and, consequently,
increase voter trust.
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